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The book of Nehemiah is a powerful account of God's faithfulness, the
perseverance of His people, and the restoration of both walls and worship. Set in
the fifth century BC, Nehemiah follows the return of the Jewish people from
Babylonian exile and the rebuilding of Jerusalem'’s broken walls. But this book is
about much more than construction—it is about the spiritual renewal of God's
people, courageous leadership, persistent prayer, and deep dependence on
God.

Nehemiah served as the cupbearer to King Artaxerxes of Persia, a trusted role in
the royal court. When Nehemiah heard that Jerusalem was in ruins, his heart
broke. His grief turned to prayer, and his prayer led to action. God opened doors
for Nehemiah to return to Jerusalem to lead the rebuilding effort. The task was
monumental and met with fierce opposition, but Nehemiah demonstrates that
when God is for His people, no enemy can ultimately prevail.

The book divides neatly into two main parts. Chapters 1-7 focus on the
rebuilding of the city walls. Nehemiah leads with wisdom, courage, and faith. He
faces mockery, threats, discouragement, and even betrayal, but the people
complete the work in just 52 days because "the gracious hand of God" was upon
them (Nehemiah 2:8).

Chapters 8-13 shift the focus to the spiritual rebuilding of the people. Under the
leadership of Ezra and Nehemiah, the people rediscover God's Word, confess
their sins, and recommit to living as His covenant people. The revival that breaks
out is not based on emotional hype but on hearing and understanding God's
Word (Nehemiah 8:8). Their worship is heartfelt, their repentance is genuine, and
their obedience is practical.

Nehemiah teaches us vital lessons about leadership, prayer, perseverance,
holiness, and trusting God through opposition. It also shows us God's heart to
restore His people and His purposes. The rebuilding of Jerusalem ultimately
points us forward to Jesus Christ, who is building His church and whose finished
work on the cross restores what is broken.

As you study Nehemiah, look for God's sovereign hand in every chapter. Watch
how He raises up leaders, strengthens His people, and accomplishes His
purposes against all odds. Let Nehemiah's commitment to prayer, the Word, and
God's glory challenge and inspire you to be part of the rebuilding work God is
doing in your own life and in His church today.
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Title: A Heart That Breaks for God's People

Introduction Question:

When was the last time your heart broke over something? What does
it reveal about what's most important to you?

Read Nehemiah 1
Comprehension Questions:
1. Who is Nehemiah, and where is he when the story begins? (v.1)

2. What troubling news does Nehemiah receive? (vv.2-3)

3. How does Nehemiah respond to this news? (v.4)

4. In Nehemiah's prayer, how does he begin addressing God? (v.5)



5. What does Nehemiah confess in his prayer? (vv.6-7)

6. What does Nehemiah remember about God's promises? (vv.8-9)

7. What does Nehemiah ask God to do? (v.11)

8. What was Nehemiah's job at the time? Why is this detail
important? (v.11)

Application Questions:
9. What can we learn from Nehemiah about how to respond when
we see God's people suffering or when the church is struggling?



10. Why is it important that Nehemiah begins his prayer by
focusing on God's greatness, love, and covenant?

11.Nehemiah confesses both his personal sin and the sin of his
people. How can we grow in praying with this kind of humility for
our own church and nation?

12. Nehemiah remembers God's promises from Deuteronomy
30:1-6. How can remembering God's promises strengthen our
prayers today?



13. What might it look like for you to pray as boldly and as
specifically as Nehemiah did about your work, your church, or
your family?

Biblical Theology Questions:
14. Nehemiah prays for the restoration of God's people and the
city of Jerusalem. How is the ultimate restoration of God's people
fulfilled in Jesus? (Luke 24:44-47; Revelation 21:1-5)

15. Nehemiah confesses the sins of the people and pleads for
mercy. How is Nehemiah's role as an intercessor a pointer to
Jesus? (Hebrews 7:25)



Additional Bible Passages to Consider:
. Deuteronomy 30:1-6 - God's promise to restore His people when
they return to Him.

. Daniel 9:1-19 - A powerful example of confessing sin on behalf of
God's people.

. Psalm 130:1-4 - God's mercy in response to heartfelt confession.

. James 5:16 - The power of a righteous person's prayer.

Closing Challenge:

When Nehemiah's heart broke, he didn't rush to fix things in his own
strength—he turned to prayer first, grounded in God's greathess and
promises. What is breaking your heart for the church, for your family,
or for your community? Will you begin by humbling yourself in prayer,
trusting that God is the one who restores and rebuilds?



Title: God’'s Good Hand and Bold Action

Introduction Question:

Can you think of a time when you were afraid to speak up or take
action, but you did it anyway? What gave you the courage to do it?

Read Nehemiah 2
Comprehension Questions:

1. Why is Nehemiah sad in the king's presence? Why is this
significant? (vv.1-2)

2. How does Nehemiah respond when the king asks what he wants?
(v.4)

3. What specific requests does Nehemiah make of the king? (vv.5-8)



4. How does the king respond to Nehemiah's requests? (v.8)

5. What opposition does Nehemiah immediately face? (vv.9-10)

6. What does Nehemiah do when he arrives in Jerusalem? (vv.11-16)

7. How does Nehemiah motivate the people to rebuild the walls?
(vv.17-18)

8. How does Nehemiah respond to the ridicule and threats from
Sanballat, Tobiah, and Geshem? (vv.19-20)
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Application Questions:
9. How does Nehemiah show both prayerful dependence and bold
planning?

10. What does this chapter teach us about God's sovereignty in
the everyday details of life?

11.How can we follow Nehemiah's example of courage when we
face ridicule or opposition for our faith?
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12, What might God be calling you to notice and take
responsibility for in your church, your family, or your community?

13. What's stopping you from stepping out boldly to do what
God has placed on your heart?

Biblical Theology Questions:
14. Nehemiah rebuilds the broken walls of Jerusalem to restore
the city. How does Jesus ultimately rebuild and restore what is
broken? (Ephesians 2:13-22)
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15. Nehemiah faces opposition as he seeks to rebuild God's city.
How does Nehemiah's experience point forward to Jesus, who
also faced opposition as He built God's kingdom? (John 15:18-20)

Additional Bible Passages to Consider:
. Proverbs 21:1 - The king's heart is in the Lord's hand.

. Esther 4:14-16 - Bold action for God's people in a royal court,
. Acts 4:29-31 - Boldness in the face of opposition.

. Romans 8:31 - If God is for us, who can be against us?

Closing Challenge:

Nehemiah prayed, planned, and boldly stepped out, trusting in God's
good hand upon him. Where do you need to move from feeling to
action? Where is God calling you to speak, to plan, or to build? Step
forward in courage, knowing God's hand is on you too.
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Prayer Points
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Title: Everyone Has a Part to Play
Introduction Question:

When have you been part of a great team where everyone
contributed something? What made that teamwork so powerful?

Read Nehemiah 3
Comprehension Questions:
1. What is the main focus of this chapter?

2. Who is the first person mentioned, and why is that significant?
(v.1)

3. How is the work divided among the people? (vv.1-32)

4. Which groups or types of people get involved in the building?
(Look for different professions, social classes, and family groups.)
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5. Who refuses to participate? (v.5)

6. What kinds of repairs are made? What does this tell us about the
size and scale of the project?

7. What attitude do most of the people seem to have about their
work? (Look for repetition in the text: “next to them" and
‘zealously.")

Application Questions:
8. What does this chapter teach us about teamwork and shared
responsibility in God's work today?
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9. What can we learn from the variety of people involved in the
work? Why is it important that everyone contributes?

10. How should we think about people like the nobles of Tekoa,
who refused to participate? What might cause people today to
hold back from serving?

11.In your church, what does it look like when “everyone has a part
to play"? Are there gaps where people need to step up?
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12. What part might God be calling you to take in the life and
mission of His church?

Biblical Theology Questions:

13. Nehemiah's people build the walls of Jerusalem together to
strengthen and protect God's people. How does this point us
forward to how Jesus is building His church today? (See 1
Corinthians 12:12-27; Ephesians 4:11-16)

14. In Nehemiah 3, each person plays a small but significant role
in building something much bigger. How does this mirror the way
Jesus gives each of us spiritual gifts to build His church? (See
Romans 12:4-8)
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Additional Bible Passages to Consider:
. 1 Corinthians 12:12-27 - Many parts, one body.

. Ephesians 4:11-16 - Building up the body of Christ together.
. Romans 12:4-8 - We all have different gifts, but each is valuable.

. 1Peter 4:10-11 - Using gifts to serve others and glorify God.

Closing Challenge:

Nehemiah 3 is not a list of names to skip over—it's a beautiful picture
of God's people working side by side. Everyone has a role, everyone
matters, and the job is too big to be done alone. Are you ready to take
your place in what God is building?
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Title: Opposition and God's Protection
Introduction Question:
Can you think of a time when you tried to do something good or

worthwhile, but people made it difficult or tried to stop you? How did
you respond?

Read Nehemiah 4
Comprehension Questions:

1. What are the first strategies Sanballat and Tobiah use to try to
stop the work? (vv.1-3)

2. How does Nehemiah respond to their ridicule? (vv.4-5)

3. Despite opposition, what is the progress of the building? (v.6)

4. What new threats arise as the work continues? (vv.7-8)
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. How does Nehemiah respond to this growing threat? (v.9)

. What discouragement do the people face from within? (vv.10-12)

. What practical steps does Nehemiah take to protect the workers?
(Vv.13-18)

. What does Nehemiah say to encourage the people to keep
going? (v.14)

. How does the chapter end? What do we see about Nehemiah's
leadership and the people’s perseverance? (vv.19-23)
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Application Questions:
10. What does this chapter teach us about the reality of
opposition when we are doing God's work?

11.What role does encouragement play in helping people persevere
in the face of discouragement?

12. How can you support and encourage other Christians who
are feeling the weight of opposition, fear, or discouragement?

22



13. In your own life, where are you facing opposition or spiritual
battle as you seek to live for God? How can you follow
Nehemiah's example of courage and trust?

Biblical Theology Questions:
15. In Nehemiah 4, the people work with a tool in one hand and
a weapon in the other. How does this point to the spiritual battle
Christians face today as we build God's kingdom? (See Ephesians
6:10-18)

106. Nehemiah says, "Our God will fight for us” (v.20). How is this
ultimately fulfilled in Jesus? (See Colossians 2:13-15; Revelation
10:11-16)
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Additional Bible Passages to Consider:

Ephesians 6:10-18 - The armour of God for spiritual battle.
2 Timothy 4:7-8 - Finishing the race despite hardship.
James 1:2-4 - Persevering through trials produces maturity.
Colossians 2:13-15 - Jesus' victory over sin and Satan.

Romans 8:31-39 - God is for us, nothing can separate us from His
love.

Closing Challenge:
Opposition is a hormal part of doing God's work. Nehemiah teaches us
to pray, to plan, to protect each other, and to persevere. We keep

building with our eyes on our great and awesome God, who fights for
His people.
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Title: Justice and Compassion in God's Community

Introduction Question:

Have you ever been part of a group, workplace, or community where
someone used their power or position to take advantage of others?
How did it make you feel?

Read Nehemiah 5
Comprehension Questions:
1. What serious problem arises among the people? (vv.1-5)

2. What different pressures were causing hardship for the Jewish
families? (vv.2-5)

3. How does Nehemiah respond to this situation? (vv.6-7)

4. What does Nehemiah accuse the nobles and officials of doing?
(v.7)
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. How do the nobles and officials react to Nehemiah's rebuke? (v.8)

. What does Nehemiah remind the people about fearing God?
(V.9-10)

. What public promise do the officials make, and how is it sealed?
(Vv.11-13)

. How does Nehemiah describe his own leadership in contrast to
the previous governors? (vv.14-18)

. How does Nehemiah finish the chapter? What is his final prayer?
(v.19)
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Application Questions:
10. Why is it such a serious sin when God's people mistreat or
take advantage of each other?

11.What does Nehemiah's personal example teach us about servant
leadership?

12. How can we guard our churches against selfishness, greed,
or the misuse of power?
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13. How can we ensure that Christians in our community are
cared for and treated justly, especially when they are struggling?

14. Where might God be challenging you to live more
generously, more justly, or more sacrificially?

Biblical Theology Questions:
15. Nehemiah sacrifices his own privileges for the good of God's
people. How does this point us forward to Jesus, the true servant
king? (See Mark 10:42-45; Philippians 2:5-8)
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16. Nehemiah's passion for justice inside God's community
points forward to Jesus' passion for a pure and holy church. How
is this seen in Jesus' ministry? (See John 2:13-17; Matthew 23:1-306)

Additional Bible Passages to Consider:
. Micah 6:8 - What does the Lord require? To act justly, love
mercy, walk humbly.

. James 2:1-9 - Warning against favouritism and injustice in the
church.

. 1Peter 5:1-4 - Leaders called to shepherd God's people willingly
and humbly.

. Galatians 6:10 - Doing good to all, especially to the family of
believers.

Closing Challenge:

God cares deeply about justice and compassion among His people.
Nehemiah models servant leadership that costs him personally for the
good of others. What about us? Will we choose to lead and live
sacrificially, protecting and loving God's people with integrity?
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Prayer Points
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Title: Focused on the Work, Faithful to God

Introduction Question:
Have you ever been distracted from something important because of
pressure, fear, or temptation? How did you get back on track?

Read Nehemiah 6
Comprehension Questions:

1. What tactics do Sanballat, Tobiah, and Geshem use to try to stop
Nehemiah? (vv.1-4)

2. What is Nehemiah's famous response to their invitation? (v.3)

3. How many times do they try to distract him, and what does this
show about their determination? (v.4)
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. What false rumour do Sanballat's enemies spread about
Nehemiah? (vv.5-7)

. How does Nehemiah respond to these false accusations? (vv.8-9)

. What is the next strategy used to trap Nehemiah? (vv.10-13)

. Why does Nehemiah refuse to run and hide in the temple? (v.11)

. What is Nehemiah's prayer in verse 147 What does this reveal
about his trust in God?

. How is the wall finally completed? (vv.15-16)
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10. What do we learn about the ongoing influence of Tobiah
among the Jewish nobles? (vv.17-19)

Application Questions:
11.What are some of the ways we can be distracted from God's
work today?

12. How can we follow Nehemiah's example in resisting
pressure, manipulation, and fear?

13. Where is God calling you to stay focused, to persevere, or to
courageously say ‘I will not come down"?
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Biblical Theology Questions:
14. Nehemiah refuses to abandon his work, even when
threatened. How does this point us forward to Jesus, who refused
to abandon His mission, even when facing death? (See Luke 9:51;
John 10:17-18)

15. Nehemiah's completion of the wall despite opposition points
us to the ultimate victory of Jesus. How does Jesus' finished work
on the cross secure the future of God's people? (See; 1 Peter 2:22-
25, Revelation 21:1-4)

Additional Bible Passages to Consider:
. 1 Corinthians 15:58 - Stand firm, let nothing move you.

. Galatians 6:9 - Do not grow weary in doing good.
. Luke 9:51 - Jesus resolutely sets out for Jerusalem.

. John 10:17-18 - Jesus lays down His life willingly.
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Closing Challenge:

Nehemiah stayed focused, faithful, and fearless in the face of
relentless opposition. God is calling us to the same kind of
perseverance. Where do you need to resist distractions, silence fear,
and keep going with the work God has placed in your hands?
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Title: God Knows His People by Name

Introduction Question:

Have you ever been part of a group, event, or community where your
name was recorded or remembered? Why is it significant to be known
by name?

Read Nehemiah 7
Comprehension Questions:

1. After the wall is completed, what is Nehemiah's next priority?
(Vv.1-3)

2. What special instructions does Nehemiah give regarding the
gates and guards? (v.3)

3. Who does Nehemiah appoint as leaders and why? (v.2)
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. What does God put on Nehemiah's heart to do next? (v.5)

. What is the purpose of the genealogy that follows? (vv.5-65)

. Who are some of the key groups listed in the genealogy? (vv.6-
65)

. Why is it significant that the people are registered by name and
family?

. What does Nehemiah do with the offerings and resources at the
end of the chapter? (vv.70-73)
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Application Questions:
9. What can we learn from Nehemiah's emphasis on godly
leadership and careful organisation?

10. Why do you think the Bible takes time to list names and
genealogies? What does this tell us about God's character?

11.What can we do to build a spiritually strong and well-guarded
community of faith today?
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Biblical Theology Questions:

12. The names in Nehemiah 7 remind us that God knows each of
His people personally. How is this fulfilled in Jesus, who is the
Good Shepherd who knows His sheep by name? (See John 10:1-4,
14-15)

13. Nehemiah gathers God's people together and ensures their
security and belonging. How does this point to Jesus, who is
building a hew people—a church—from every tribe, language,
and nation? (See Revelation 7:.9-10; Ephesians 2:19-22)

Additional Bible Passages to Consider:
. John 10:1-15 - Jesus knows His sheep by name.

. Isaiah 43:1-7 - God calls His people by name.
. Luke 10:20 - Rejoice that your names are written in heaven.
. Revelation 3:5 - Names written in the Book of Life.

. Ephesians 2:19-22 - God's people are built together into His
household.
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Closing Challenge:

God is not building anonymous crowds—He is building a known, loved,
gathered, and protected people. Nehemiah shows us the importance
of caring for God's people personally and securing their place in His
community. Will you be part of building and protecting His church
today?
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Title: The Joy of Rediscovering God's Word

Introduction Question:
When was the last time you were really excited or moved by
something you heard from the Bible? What made it so powerful?

Read Nehemiah 8
Comprehension Questions:
1. What do the people ask Ezra to do, and how do they respond to
the reading of God's law? (vv.1-6)

2. How do the Levites help the people understand what is being
read? (vv.7-8)

3. What emotional response do the people have when they hear
God's Word? (v.9)
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4. How does Nehemiah encourage them to respond instead? (vv.9-
12)

5. What festival do they rediscover and celebrate, and how is it
observed? (vv.13-18)

Application Questions:
6. Why is it so important to understand God's Word, not just hear it?
(James 1:22)

7. Why do you think the people wept when they heard God's law?
When have you been deeply convicted by Scripture?
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8. Nehemiah tells the people that "the joy of the Lord is your
strength." How can joy in God give us strength today?

9. What can we do to recover and maintain a deep hunger and
excitement for God's Word in our church and personal lives?

Biblical Theology Questions:

10. The public reading of God's Word revives the people and
restores their joy. How is this ultimately fulfilled in Jesus, the
Word made flesh? (See John 1:14; Luke 24:27-32)
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11. The rediscovery of the Feast of Booths (or Tabernacles) reminded
Israel of God's saving work. How does this festival point us to
Jesus, who "tabernacled” among us? (See John 1:14, Revelation
21:3)

Additional Bible Passages to Consider:
. Psalm 19:7-11 - The joy and value of God's Word.

. John 1:14 - The Word became flesh and made His dwelling
among us.

. Luke 24:27-32 - Jesus explains the Scriptures and hearts burn
with joy.

. Revelation 21:3 - God's dwelling place is now among His people.

Closing Challenge:

God's Word is life-giving, joy-giving, and community-shaping.
Nehemiah 8 reminds us to seek understanding, to respond with joy,
and to rediscover the treasures of God's truth together. Will you
prioritise hearing, understanding, and rejoicing in God's Word this
week?
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Prayer Points
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Title: Confession and Covenant: God’s Faithfulness Through History

Introduction Question:
When you look back over your life or family history, do you see

patterns of God's kindness—even when people failed? How does this
shape your view of God?

Read Nehemiah 9
Comprehension Questions:

1. How do the people physically express their repentance and
humility before God? (vv.1-3)

2. What do the Levites lead the people to do throughout this
chapter? (vv.4-6)

3. How does the prayer retell Israel's history? What are some key
events mentioned? (vv.7-31)

46



4. What patterns of God's character are highlighted in this prayer?
(vw.17-21, 27-31)

5. How does the prayer finish? What do the people commit to in
response? (vv.32-38)

Application Questions:

6. Why is it important to confess not only personal sin but also the
sins of God's people throughout history?

7. What does this chapter teach us about the patience and steadfast
love of God?
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8. When you reflect on your life and church history, where have you
seen God's faithfulness despite failure?

Biblical Theology Questions:
9. This chapter shows that Israel's story is one of failure, but God's
story is one of mercy and rescue. How does Jesus fulfil this story
as the ultimate display of God's mercy? (See Romans 5:6-11)

10. The people renew their covenant commitment to God. How
does Jesus bring the ultimate new covenant that secures our
relationship with God forever? (See Luke 22:20; Hebrews 8.6-13)
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Additional Bible Passages to Consider:

Psalm 103:8-14 - The Lord is compassionate and gracious.
Romans 5:6-11 - Christ died for us while we were still sinners.

1 John 1:8-9 - If we confess our sins, He is faithful and just to
forgive.

Luke 22:20 - Jesus brings the new covenant in His blood.

Hebrews 8:6-13 - The superior new covenant through Jesus.

Closing Challenge:

Nehemiah 9 shows us that God's story is one of repeated rescue
despite our repeated failures. He is gracious, compassionate, slow to
anger, and abounding in love. Will you trust His mercy, confess your
sin, and cling to His faithful promises today?
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Prayer Points
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Title: Whole-Hearted Commitment to God

Introduction Question:

Have you ever made a commitment or promise that really shaped how
you lived? What helped you stick to it?

Read Nehemiah 10
Comprehension Questions:

1. Who enters into the binding agreement in this chapter? (9:38,
10:28-29)

2. What are the main promises the people make to God in this
covenant? (vv.30-39)

3. Why do they make a specific promise not to intermarry with
surrounding nations? (v.30)

4. What is their commitment regarding the Sabbath? (v.31)
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5. How do they commit to supporting the temple and its ministries?
(Vv.32-39)

Application Questions:
6. Why is it significant that the people make specific, practical
commitments, not just general promises?

7. What does this chapter teach us about the cost and priority of
living as God's people?

8. Are there areas in your life where you need to renew or
strengthen your commitment to God?
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9. How can we, as a church community, help each other to keep our
commitments to God?

Biblical Theology Questions:
10. Israel's covenant required strict obedience to God's laws, but
the people repeatedly failed. How does Jesus fulfil the covenant
perfectly on our behalf? (See Matthew 5:17; Romans 5:19, 8:1-4)

11.Nehemiah 10 ends with the promise, “We will not neglect the
house of our God." How is this ultimately fulfilled in Jesus and His
church? (See John 2:19-22; 1 Corinthians 3:16-17)
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Additional Bible Passages to Consider:

Matthew 5:17 - Jesus fulfils the law.
Romans 12:1-2 - Offer your whole life in worship to God.
1 Corinthians 3:16-17 - The church is now God's temple.

Hebrews 10:19-25 - Hold unswervingly to your faith and
encourage one another.

John 2:19-22 - Jesus is the true temple.

Closing Challenge:

God's people are called to live with whole-hearted devotion, shaping
all of life around His priorities. Nehemiah 10 reminds us that real
commitment shows up in practical, costly choices. Will you renew
your commitment to putting God first today?
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Title: Celebrating God’'s Work with Joy

Introduction Question:
Have you ever been part of a celebration that marked the end of a
long and difficult journey? What made it so meaningful?

Read Nehemiah 11-12
Comprehension Questions:

1. Why do some people move into Jerusalem, and how are they
chosen? (11:1-2)

2. Why is it significant that the people are willing to live in the city?
(11:3-24)

3. What kinds of people and leaders are listed in these chapters,
and what does this tell us about the life of the city? (11:3-24; 12:1-
26)
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. What preparations are made for the dedication of the wall? (12:27-
30)

. How do the people celebrate the dedication of the wall? (12:31-43)

. What is the atmosphere of the celebration, and what does it say
about the people's relationship with God? (12:43)

. How do the people organise ongoing provision and support for
temple worship? (12:44-47)
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Application Questions:
8. Why is it so important for some people to “move in" and take
responsibility in the heart of God's community?

9. What can we learn from the joyful dedication of the wall about
how we should celebrate God's work in our lives and in our
church?

10. How can you show more joy and thanks to God for what He's
done for you?
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Biblical Theology Questions:
11.Nehemiah gathers God's people into a renewed city with careful
leadership and joyful worship. How does this point us to the
ultimate gathering of God's people in Jesus? (See Revelation 21:1-
4. Hebrews 12:22-24)

12. The joyful dedication of the wall is a powerful public witness
to God's faithfulness. How does this point forward to Jesus, who is
building a greater city and a joyful, worldwide people? (See
Matthew 5:14-16; Revelation 19:6-9)

Additional Bible Passages to Consider:
. Psalm 126:1-6 - Joy in God's restoring work.

Matthew 5:14-16 - God's people shine His light to the world.

Hebrews 12:22-24 - We are gathered to the heavenly Jerusalem.

Revelation 19:6-9 - The joyful wedding feast of the Lamb.

Revelation 21:1-4 - God's people gathered in the new Jerusalem.
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Closing Challenge:

God's people in Nehemiah's day took joy in living where He placed
them, serving faithfully, and celebrating His great work. Jesus is
gathering a people from every nation into His eternal city—how will
you joyfully take your place in that mission and community today?
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Title: Finishing Well: Ongoing Reform and Faithfulness
Introduction Question:

Have you ever returned to something after a long time and found that
people or situations had changed in ways you didn't expect? How did
you respond?

Read Nehemiah 13
Comprehension Questions:

1. What problems does Nehemiah discover when he returns to
Jerusalem? (vv.4-9)

2. How does Nehemiah respond to the misuse of the temple? (vv.7-
9)

3. What issue does Nehemiah confront regarding the Levites and
temple worship? (vv.10-14)
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4. What does Nehemiah do about Sabbath-breaking? (vv.15-22)

5. How does Nehemiah address the issue of intermarriage and
cultural compromise? (vv.23-31)

6. How does Nehemiah's prayer ("Remember me with favour, my
God") frame his actions throughout this chapter? (vv.14, 22, 31)

Application Questions:
7. Why is it often hard to maintain faithfulness over the long haul?
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8. What does this chapter teach us about the need for ongoing
reform and vigilance in our spiritual lives and church
communities?

9. Where are you personally tempted to drift, compromise, or grow
spiritually lazy? How can you renew your commitment to God?

10. What can we learn from Nehemiah's passionate, sometimes
aggressive leadership? How do we balance zeal and grace when
correcting problems in our churches today?
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Biblical Theology Questions:
11.Nehemiah tries to reform God's people but knows their hearts
continue to wander. How does this prepare us for the greater,
lasting heart change that only Jesus brings? (See Ezekiel 36:25-27
Ephesians 2:1-10, Hebrews 10:14-18)

12. Nehemiah's final prayer is for God to ‘remember me." How
does Jesus' perfect life and sacrificial death guarantee that God
will remember and accept us forever? (See Luke 23:42-43;
Hebrews 9:24)

Additional Bible Passages to Consider:
. Ezekiel 36:25-27 - God promises new hearts.

. 1 Corinthians 16:13-14 - Be watchful, stand firm, do everything in
love.

. Galatians 6:9 - Do not grow weary in doing good.

. Luke 23:42-43 - Jesus welcomes the repentant thief into
paradise.

. Hebrews 10:14-18 - Jesus' sacrifice secures lasting forgiveness.
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Closing Challenge:

Nehemiah's work wasn't just about building walls—it was about
building God's people. But he saw that real, lasting change required
more than leadership—it required new hearts. Will you finish well by
clinging to Jesus, the only One who brings true, lasting transformation?
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