Bible Studies

Growing Christians
in Colossians
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Introduction

Paul wrote the letter to the Colossian Christians to show how Jesus is
the key to understanding all reality. His death and resurrection as king
of the world demand that every aspect of our lives be transformed by
his love and grace.

The summary of the book can be the found in Colossians 2:6–7: ‘So
then, just as you received Christ Jesus as Lord, continue to live your
lives in him, rooted and built up in him, strengthened in the faith as you
were taught, and overflowing with thankfulness.’ Christian growth is
what God desires for us too.

We pray that through these Bible studies in Colossians, God would fill
you with the knowledge of his will through all the wisdom and
understanding the Spirit gives, so that you may live a life worthy of the
Lord and please him in every way. (Col 1:9–10)
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Gospel Growth (1:1–14)
1. What are the most important things growing Christians need?

Read Colossians 1:1–2.
2. Who is writing to whom?

3. What do you expect this letter to contain?

Read Colossians 1:3–8.
4. Why does Paul and Timothy thank God for them?

5. What are the most common words that Paul uses here?

6. What is the connection between their faith, hope, love and the
gospel? Draw a diagram.

7. Why is it important for the true gospel to be proclaimed and
heard?
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Read Colossians 1:9–14.
8. What is the reason Paul hasn’t stopped praying for them?

9. Given what you know of the Colossian Christians already, what
would you pray for them?

10. What does Paul pray to God for them? Is that surprising? (v. 9)

11. Make a list of the effects of receiving God’s gift and put them
into categories. (v. 10–14)

12. According to this passage, how can you tell when someone
really knows the gospel?

13. Where can you see the effect of the gospel in your life so far?

14. What can you do to grow as a Christian?

Pray for each other to grow in faith, love and hope.
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Who Will Be King? (1:15–23)
1. How would you summarise the Christian message?

Read Colossians 1:15–20
2. Write down every phrase that tells you something about the
person of Jesus and what you think each phrase means.
Verse Phrase

Meaning?

3. How would you sum up Paul’s view of Jesus?

4. How does this view of Jesus compare with the view of people
around you?
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5. How does this view of Jesus compare with your own view?

Read Colossians 1:21–23.
6. What were the Colossian Christians once like?

7. Would this be a good description of you? Why or why not?

8. Would this be a good description of your family, friends or
workmates? Why or why not?

9. What has happened since to the Colossians?

10. What is the condition to stay in their new state?

11. Have you been reconciled to God? What does this look like?

Pray for each other, for those who are reconciled to Christ to continue
to trust Jesus as Lord, and for those who are not at peace with God to
take the step to submit to the lordship of Christ Jesus.

9

Mission First (1:24–2:5)
1. When was the last time you committed yourself to something
incredibly costly or difficult?

Read Colossians 1:24–27.
2. What is Paul’s attitude to suffering?

3. What does it mean for Paul to ‘fill up in my flesh what is still
lacking in regard to Christ’s afflictions’?

4. What is Paul’s role in God’s mission?

5. How does he fulfil this role?

6. What is the mystery proclaimed? (see 1:21–23; 2:2)
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Read Colossians 1:28–2:5.
7. What are Paul’s goals?

8. Why is it important for people to know the mystery of God?

9. Share about one person who has ‘contended for you’.

10. What is the progress of Paul’s mission today?

11. What part can we play in God’s mission?

12. Is God’s mission your mission? What does your life show about
whose mission you’re pursuing?

13. Who do you need to contend for and how will you do it?

Thank God for the people who have committed themselves to his
mission and to us, including the Apostle Paul. Pray that God would
use us to present everyone fully mature in Christ.
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Complete Christians (2:6–12)
1. What’s the most convincing lie or hoax that you’ve ever been
fooled by?

Read Colossians 2:6–7.
2. What is the person who has ‘received’ Jesus to do?

3. What is the common idea between ‘continue’, ‘rooted’, ‘built up’,
and ‘strengthened’?

4. Rewrite Colossians 2:6–7 in your own words.

5. What do you think is the opposite of doing these things?

Read Colossians 2:8
6. Why are some philosophies hollow and deceptive?

7. How might hollow and deceptive philosophy take you captive?
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Read Colossians 2:9–12.
8. Why is it important to know that ‘in Christ all the fullness of the
Deity lives in bodily form’?

9. What happens to Christians as they are brought to fullness? (vv.
11–12)

10. Who does these things?

11. What is the real way to true spirituality according to this
passage?

12. What ‘spiritual’ things can distract us from Jesus?

13. What ‘spiritual’ things tempt you to ‘move on’ from Jesus?

Thank God that we have been brought to full spirituality in Christ. Pray
that God would deepen our maturity in Christ so that we will not be
taken captive by hollow and deceptive philosophies.
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Christians Under Threat (2:13–23)
1. What do different religions believe brings you to
God/spirituality?

Read Colossians 2:13–14.
2. What did Jesus do for us?

3. When did he do this for us?

4. How did he do this for us?

5. What barriers are left between us and God?

Read Colossians 2:15–23.
6. According to Paul, where did the Colossians stand with regard
to ‘the powers and authorities’?

7. False teachers were urging the Colossians to observe certain
religious practices as a way of progressing spiritually. Fill in the
table.
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Practice
Verses Paul’s Answer
Circumcision 2:11–12

Modern Equivalent

Strict rules
regarding
food and
drink
Religious
festivals

8. What is Paul’s attitude to these practices?

9. In what ways have you experienced or come in contact with
such false teaching?

10. Are there subtle rules or regulations you believe that threaten
to become an additional to the cross?

Thank God for the Jesus’ death on the cross. Pray for discernment so
that we can recognise false teaching. Ask God to protect us from the
temptation of adding anything to the gospel.
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True Spirituality (3:1–11)
1. ‘I’m a very spiritual person’. What do most people mean by that?

Read Colossians 3:1–4.
2. Complete the table with the statements Paul makes of
Christians and where they stand with God.
Time
Past

Verse Statement

Own Words

Present

Future

3. Which statements surprise you? Why?

4. Do these statements describe you?
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5. In light of these facts, what are Christians to do?

Read Colossians 3:5–11
6. What is the result of this ‘setting hearts and minds on things
above’?

7. What are Christians told to put to death/rid yourselves of?

8. According to the passage, why should Christians change their
behaviour?

9. Where is your mind fixed? Is it your longing, your desire, the
focus of your life?

10. What do you need to put to death?

Thank God that we have died with Christ and been raised with him to
the very presence of God. Pray for God’s help to put to death what is
earthly in us and seek the things that are above.
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A Transformed People (3:12–17)
1. Why do people usually not get along? Give examples.

Read Colossians 3:12–14
2. What is verse 12’s ‘therefore’ there for? (see vv. 1–4, 11)

3. The previous passage talked about what spiritual people ‘put
off’. List all the things that God’s chosen people are to put on in
these verses.

4. What do they all have in common?

5. How many of these virtues can be done without interaction with
another human being?

6. Which of these do you find hardest to do? Why?

7. What do you need to work on? What do you need to become?
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Read Colossians 3:15–17
8. What is the peace of Christ? (see 1:21–22)

9. How have you seen Christians not get along? Why does this
happen?

10. How are Christians to let the peace of Christ rule? (v. 16–17)

11. How does teaching the message of Christ promote peace?

12. How does singing as Christians promote peace?

13. How does doing everything in the name of the Lord Jesus
promote peace?

Thank God for the peace Christ has brought between us and God
through the cross. Pray that we would be a loving people and a
people of peace.
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A Transformed Society (3:18–4:1)
1. What do you do when God says something different to
everyone else?

The lordship of Christ changes every aspect of our lives, including our
everyday relationships. Read Colossians 3:18–4:1.
2. What commands are given…
To wives?

To husbands?

To children?

To fathers?

To slaves?

To masters?

3. List all the phrases in the passage that contain the words ‘lord’
or master’.
Verse Phrase containing ‘Lord’

Verse Phrase containing ‘Master’

4. In light of this, what is the connection between 3:17 and 3:18–4:1?

20

5. ‘Paul’s commands were written for people in the first-century
world, and have no bearing for Christians today.’ Do you agree?

6. How do you think Paul’s commands in verses 18–19 should
work out in practice for married couples?

7. In what ways can parents, especially fathers, embitter their
children?

8. Is there a point at which the obligation to obey our parents
cease? Does the obligation to honour our parents ever cease?

9. How do the principles of slaves/masters apply to our work
situations?

10. How does this contrast with the attitudes of most wage earners
in our society?

11. If we are in charge of others at work, what practical steps can
we take to treat them rightly and fairly?

Thank God for stopping at nothing to serve us. Pray that we would
serve the Lord in every way, even if it is different to our culture.
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Gospel Relationships (4:2–18)
1. ‘I have God, I don’t need anyone else for anything’. Discuss.

Read Colossians 4:2–18.
Prayerful Relationships
2. For what do the Colossians need to be watchful and thankful
(see 3:1–4).

3. What does this passage teach us about:
a. What prayer is? (vv. 2, 12–13)

b. What to pray for? (vv. 3–4, 12)

4. What changes do you need to make to how you pray and what
you pray for?

5. What is Paul’s role?

6. What is the Colossian’s role?
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Evangelistic Relationships
7. What do you think being wise in how you act toward outsiders
looks like?

8. What do you think it means for our conversations to be ‘full of
grace, seasoned with salt’?

9. What steps could you take to make your conversation more
gracious and saltier?

Partnerships
10. How does Paul describe each person mentioned?

11. What does this tell us about the way Christian relationships
should be like?

12. Does your relationship with other members of St Luke’s look
like this?

13. What can you do to grow together with other Christians?

Thank God for the freedom we have to approach him in prayer. Pray
that we would be wise in the way we act towards outsiders. Pray that
we would continuing growing as Christians together, ‘rooted and built
up in him, strengthened in the faith as we were taught’.
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